
INTRODUCTION

R evo lu tiona ry  ch a n g e s  In econom y, p rog ress ive  g lo b a liza tio n  of the 
w o rld  of innova tion , g rea te r o p e n n e ss  of s o c ie tie s , m ig ra tio n  p ro c e s s 
es, la rge  soc ia l m o b ility  and  un lim ited  re la tions by m eans o f te ch n o lo g ica l 
too ls , d e ve lo p e d  fo r o n ly  a fe w  years, fo c u s  on so ft m a n a g e m e n t to o ls  such  
as q u a lity  and  cu ltu re  o pen  new  innova tion  o p p o rtu n itie s  -  they co ns titu te  
a va lu a b le  ch a n ce  tha t is p o s s ib le  to use b ro a d ly  b e ca u se  the  o p p o rtu n i
ties  c rea te  re so u rces  of new  k n o w le d g e  be ing  a p e rfe c t innova tive  p o te n 
tia l. The d e g ree  to w h ich  k n o w le d g e  is p ro ce sse d  into innova tions  d e p e n d s  
on the  c re a tiv ity  and  p e o p le 's  e n tre p ren e ursh ip , o rga n iza tion  and  soc ie ties . 
A t the  sam e  tim e  en trep reneuria l d e ve lo p m e n t w ith  a h igh  level of in n o va 
tion , investm ent, bu t a lso  e ffe c ts  is of p a rtic u la r im p o rta n ce . The v iew s of 
J. S chum pete r, fo rm u la te d  in the  firs t half o f the  tw en tie th  century , and  then 
P. D rucke r's  v iew s  from  the 1980s u n d o u b te d ly  had the  g rea te s t im p a c t on 
the  c o n te m p o ra ry  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f innova tion  p ro ce sse s  and  the ir im p o r
ta n ce  to the  en te rp rise . J. S ch u m p e te r saw  the e ssen ce  o f innova tion  in 
the  ch a n g e s  of "s ig n ific a n t scope ", d is ru p tin g  the  ex is ting  equ ilib riu m  and 
crea ting  a new  "c o m b in a tio n  of p ro d u c tio n  fac to rs ." W ith  these  innova tions 
en tre p ren e u rs  ach ieve  a b o ve -a ve ra g e  re turns, m ak in g  e c o n o m y  m ore  d y 
nam ic . P rod u c t innova tions, new  p ro ce sse s  and  new  fo rm s  o f o rga n iza tion  
and  m a n a g e m e n t are e s p e c ia lly  im p o rta n t. T hanks to them , en trep reneurs  
m ay not o n ly  o ve rco m e  ba rrie rs  m ore  eas ily  to en te r the  m arket, bu t it is a lso 
eas ie r fo r them  to rival the  ex is ting  c o m p e titio n .

The c rea tion  o f an innova tion  is an essen tia l d rive r of the  co m p e titive n e ss  
and  e c o n o m ic  g row th  in all e co n o m ie s . The innova tion  p ro ce sse s  in the  m a c 
ro sca le  are sh ap e d  by the  m arke t m ech a n ism , how ever in the  ca se  of s tru c 
tu res, w h ich  are u n favou rab le  to the  m arke t and  the  m arke t m ech a n ism  fails, 
it is essen tia l to  im p le m e n t the  s ta te 's  innova tive  po licy. Th is p o licy  sh ou ld  be 
co n s is te n t and  c o h e re n t w ith  the  EU p o licy  a ssum p tion s ; it m us t co n s is t of 
a set of d e libe ra ted  d e c is io n s  th a t w o u ld  cause  fin an c ia l ou tlays. These  d e c i
s ions co n ce rn  the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f d o m e s tic  and  reg iona l innova tion  sys tem s 
(innova tion  p ro ce sse s  s tim u la tio n , d o m e s tic  and  reg iona l p o licy  cohe rence , 
d e v e lo p m e n t of innova tive  co m p a n ie s ) as well as the  c rea tion  of c o m p a n ie s  
th a t fo rm  and  im p le m e n t "so ft"  inn o va tio ns  and  c o m p a n ie s  tha t invest m o n 
ey in new  and  risky  sphe res . A lo n g  w ith  en tre p ren e u rsh ip , innova tion  creates 
fa vo u ra b le  c o n d itio n s  fo r d e ve lo p m en t, d e te rm ine s  the  g row th  of co un tries , 
re g ion s  and  o rga n iza tion s . Th is leads to trea ting  them  jo in tly  as a g loba l, 
reg iona l p he n o m e n o n  and, w ith  equa l a tten tion , as a p ro b le m  of ind iv idua l 
o rg a n iza tio n s  and  peop le .
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The s u b je c t of innova tion , e n tre p ren e u rsh ip  and  crea tive  p ro ce ss  p re 
sen ted  in th is  m o n o g ra p h  is a p ro p o sa l w h ich  b rings  closer, illum ina tes  and 
exp la ins  the  essence , m echa n ism s , m u ltip le  e ffe c ts  of p ro ce sse s  o f inn o va 
tion  and  e n tre p ren e u rsh ip . M ost o f the  p ap e rs  d iscu ss  th is issue  and  o thers 
refer to  the  m ain  to p ic  to a la rge  extent. The fo llo w in g  m ain  th e m a tic  areas 
have been  a d o p te d : innova tion  m a n a g e m e n t in the  o rga n iza tion , e co n o m y  
and  UE; innova tiveness , e n tre p re n e u rsh ip  as a th e o re tica l p rob le m  and  the 
resea rch  area; c rea ting  a c o m p a n y  innova tion  ca p a c ity ; innova tion  barriers, 
o p p o rtu n it ie s  and  th rea ts , res is tance  to innova tions  and  other. The p ub lish ed  
p ap e rs  re p re sen t an innova tive  s tep  not o n ly  fo r the  n ove lty  of the  p resen ted  
a p p ro a ch , bu t a lso  fo r the  w ays of h an d ling  the  top ic .

W e w ish  you  a p le a sa n t and  c o n s tru c tive  read ing .
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